
Advent is the start of the new Church year.  We begin the new Church year in antic-
ipation of the coming of Christ, a fitting way to renew ourselves for the coming year.  
This time of year is filled with traditions, including the Advent Wreath and lighting 
its candles, shopping for presents, decorating our houses (and sometimes our cars!), 
singing Christmas carols, and making snow men!   

 

Traditions such as these are important, besides being fun.   Sharing traditions like 
these create special bonds between family members, communities and among the 
Church family.   The traditions, shared amongst us, are another step in cementing 
our bond as co-parishioners.  And, as we learn more about the Domestic Church 
this Advent, we find that such traditions are key to the growth of love and closeness 
in our families, as well.   

 

One of the traditions at this time of year is that around St. Nicholas.   We call him 
ñSanta Clausò based on the Dutch Sinterklaas.  The development of the stories of 
Santa Claus from the life of St. Nicholas is a very winding road, with many twists 
and turns.   Basically, the original St. Nicholas was a 4th century 
bishop in Myra (now Turkey), who had a tradition of his own.  
His tradition was giving surprise gifts to people in need, and often 
he did it secretly, hoping no one would know who they came 
from.    

 

Our own joyful, and somewhat whimsical, celebration of St. Nich-
olas (we affectionately call him St. Nick) will be Sunday morning 
December 9th in Greenleaf from 8am-11am.  We hope everyone 
is able to come, to experience this special parish tradition.  

 

As we welcome the Christ child into our lives again this Christmas, and continue 
our journey together as ñDisciples on the Wayò and members of a strong and unified 
St. Clare community, we should pray to St. Nicholas, that we may receive the surpris-
ing gifts of Christ, and that the storms along the way might be calmed, and that the 
Lord will provide safe passage for us all into the future of his choice, and finally into 
the Kingdom of his Father in heaven. 

Christmas Traditions Promote Special Bonds! 
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8:15-11:00AM  ð  ST. CLARE GREENLEAF SCHOOL BASEMENT 

 

Breakfast includes pancakes, porkies, cheese curds, applesauce and beverage.  Chil-
dren can visit with St. Nick and play children's games & activities.    
 

Other activities include Christmas songs sung by 3K, 4K and Kindergarten Singers, 
Bake Sale & Santa Shoppe, NEW for this year a ñBucket Raffleò, and a Silent Auc-
tion. 
 

This fun faith-filled community event is sponsored by St. Clare Home & School, 
Thrivent Financial, Catholic Knights Financial #97 Wrightstown and #189 Greenleaf. 

Questions?  Contact Kim Hruska at (920) 764-0691 or kmhruska@yahoo.com. 

Remember a loved one in a special way  during this Christmas Season by donat-
ing towards Poinsettias that will decorate our worship spaces.   
 

To donate to the Christmas Flower Fund:   
¶ Use marked envelope from your envelope packet 
¶ Online GivingðChoose ñFlowersò (Specify  name of loved one) 
¶ Place envelope in collection basket or bring to parish office 

 

Return envelopes to the Parish Office by  Monday, December 17th, in order to be 
listed in the Bulletin the weekend of December 22nd-23rd. 
 

Thank you for your generous donations! 

In Remembrance of Loved Ones at Christmas Time 

We are very grateful for your continued support of St. Clare Parish!  As the end of 
2018 approaches, please keep in mind that the last opportunity to bring your contri-
butions to the Parish Office in person is 4:30pm on Thursday, Dec. 20th.  The parish 
office is closed Friday, Dec 21st to Tuesday, Jan 1st for Christmas and New Years. 
 
Your contributions can also be mailed into the office.  They must be postmarked by 
Monday, December 31, 2018 to be included with the 2018 tax year.  Thank you! 

Light Our Advent Wreath Candle Before Mass 

St. Nick BreakfastðSunday, December 9thðGreenleaf 

Donate a Poinsettia this 
Christmas in memory of a 

loved one 

Start a new tradition this Christmas season!  Individuals, couples or families are still needed 
to light Advent Wreaths before Mass for the 5:15pm Mass on December 15 and the 8am 
Mass on December 16th & 23rd. Contact Theresa to volunteer treynders@stclareagw.org or 
920-864-2550 

End of Year 2018 Contributions Deadline 
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Holy Days of ObligationðMass Times 
 

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

Saturday, December 8th:    8:00amðWrightstown 

 

Holy Mother of God Masses 

Monday, December 31st:     4:00pmðWrightstown 

Tuesday, January 1st:     7:00pmðGreenleaf 

Wrightstown 
9:00am 

Christmas Day (Tuesday, December 25th) 

Christmas Eve (Monday, December 24th) 

Greenleaf 
4:00pm 

Askeaton 
6:30pm 

Greenleaf 
Midnight 

Wrightstown 
4:00pm 

Liturgical Ministers Still Needed for Christmas Masses! 

St. Clare Parish is in need of more Liturgical Ministers for our Christmas Masses and both 
Solemnity of Mary Masses.  Help is especially needed at the Midnight Mass and the 9:00am 
Mass.  Prayerfully consider helping your parish during these beautiful celebrations.   
 

Please call or email Theresa Reynders (864-2550 or treynders@stclareagw.org) if you would 
like to be a Lector, a Communion Distributor, Greeter, a Sacristan or an Altar Server.  Thank 
You! 


