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Christmas Traditions Promote Special Bonds!
Advent is the start of the new Church year. We begin the new Church year in anticipation of the coming of Christ, a fitting way to renew ourselves for the coming year.
This time of year is filled with traditions, including the Advent Wreath and lighting
its candles, shopping for presents, decorating our houses (and sometimes our cars!),
singing Christmas carols, and making snow men!
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Traditions such as these are important, besides being fun. Sharing traditions like
these create special bonds between family members, communities and among the
Church family. The traditions, shared amongst us, are another step in cementing
our bond as co-parishioners. And, as we learn more about the Domestic Church
this Advent, we find that such traditions are key to the growth of love and closeness
in our families, as well.
One of the traditions at this time of year is that around St. Nicholas. We call him
“Santa Claus” based on the Dutch Sinterklaas. The development of the stories of
Santa Claus from the life of St. Nicholas is a very winding road, with many twists
and turns. Basically, the original St. Nicholas was a 4th century
bishop in Myra (now Turkey), who had a tradition of his own.
His tradition was giving surprise gifts to people in need, and often
he did it secretly, hoping no one would know who they came
from.
Our own joyful, and somewhat whimsical, celebration of St. Nicholas (we affectionately call him St. Nick) will be Sunday morning
December 9th in Greenleaf from 8am-11am. We hope everyone
is able to come, to experience this special parish tradition.
As we welcome the Christ child into our lives again this Christmas, and continue
our journey together as “Disciples on the Way” and members of a strong and unified
St. Clare community, we should pray to St. Nicholas, that we may receive the surprising gifts of Christ, and that the storms along the way might be calmed, and that the
Lord will provide safe passage for us all into the future of his choice, and finally into
the Kingdom of his Father in heaven.

St. Nick Breakfast—Sunday, December 9th—Greenleaf
8:15-11:00AM — ST. CLARE GREENLEAF SCHOOL BASEMENT
Breakfast includes pancakes, porkies, cheese curds, applesauce and beverage. Children can visit with St. Nick and play children's games & activities.
Other activities include Christmas songs sung by 3K, 4K and Kindergarten Singers,
Bake Sale & Santa Shoppe, NEW for this year a “Bucket Raffle”, and a Silent Auction.
This fun faith-filled community event is sponsored by St. Clare Home & School,
Thrivent Financial, Catholic Knights Financial #97 Wrightstown and #189 Greenleaf.
Questions? Contact Kim Hruska at (920) 764-0691 or kmhruska@yahoo.com.

In Remembrance of Loved Ones at Christmas Time
Remember a loved one in a special way during this Christmas Season by donating towards Poinsettias that will decorate our worship spaces.
To donate to the Christmas Flower Fund:
 Use marked envelope from your envelope packet
 Online Giving—Choose “Flowers” (Specify name of loved one)
 Place envelope in collection basket or bring to parish office
Return envelopes to the Parish Office by Monday, December 17th, in order to be
listed in the Bulletin the weekend of December 22nd-23rd.

Donate a Poinsettia this
Christmas in memory of a
loved one

Thank you for your generous donations!

Light Our Advent Wreath Candle Before Mass
Start a new tradition this Christmas season! Individuals, couples or families are still needed
to light Advent Wreaths before Mass for the 5:15pm Mass on December 15 and the 8am
Mass on December 16th & 23rd. Contact Theresa to volunteer treynders@stclareagw.org or
920-864-2550

End of Year 2018 Contributions Deadline
We are very grateful for your continued support of St. Clare Parish! As the end of
2018 approaches, please keep in mind that the last opportunity to bring your contributions to the Parish Office in person is 4:30pm on Thursday, Dec. 20th. The parish
office is closed Friday, Dec 21st to Tuesday, Jan 1st for Christmas and New Years.
Your contributions can also be mailed into the office. They must be postmarked by
Monday, December 31, 2018 to be included with the 2018 tax year. Thank you!
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Christmas Eve (Monday, December 24th)
Greenleaf
4:00pm

Wrightstown
4:00pm

Askeaton
6:30pm

Greenleaf
Midnight

Christmas Day (Tuesday, December 25th)
Wrightstown
9:00am

Holy Days of Obligation—Mass Times
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Saturday, December 8th: 8:00am—Wrightstown
Holy Mother of God Masses
Monday, December 31st: 4:00pm—Wrightstown
Tuesday, January 1st: 7:00pm—Greenleaf

Liturgical Ministers Still Needed for Christmas Masses!
St. Clare Parish is in need of more Liturgical Ministers for our Christmas Masses and both
Solemnity of Mary Masses. Help is especially needed at the Midnight Mass and the 9:00am
Mass. Prayerfully consider helping your parish during these beautiful celebrations.
Please call or email Theresa Reynders (864-2550 or treynders@stclareagw.org) if you would
like to be a Lector, a Communion Distributor, Greeter, a Sacristan or an Altar Server. Thank
You!
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Pulse of the Parish
Baptisms
Zaiden Mitchell Dugre, son of George &
Brenda—October 7th
Austin William Haack, son of Lester &
Tina—October 13th
Josephine Laure Schmidt, daughter of
Jared & Jamie—October 13th
Zachary Robert Lenz, son of Nickolas &
Charity—October 21st
Gage Howard Verbeten, son of Don &
Melissa—October 27th

Deceased Members
Dan Eiting, age 59, October 9
Mark Verheyen, age 61, October 25
Leona (Sue) Reetz, age 96, October 27
Marion Schreck, age 88, November 9
Frances (Brick-Golden) Larmay, age
84, November 10

Welcome to Our New Families

Alexander Ray Hogan, son of Jarod & Ashley—November 4th
Brynn Marie Wanie, daughter of Tony &
Ann—November 10th
Adisyn Rae Pagel, daughter of Alan & Amy—
November 10th
Judson Hayes Aiken, son of Jesse & Erin—
November 21st
Giselle Jaimes, daughter of Agustin Jaimes &
Luisa Ramirez—November 24th

Joined in Holy Matrimony
Married on September 29th
Brad & Jenny Kocourek
Married on September 29th
Josh & Courtney Wranosky
Married on October 12th
Mitchell & Lauren Krause
Married on October 20th
Ryan & Amber Petersen

Ruth Freiburger
 Nicholas & Nicole Evers


Prayer Shawl Ministry
Next Prayer Shawl Meeting is Thursday, December 13th, @ 1:00pm at the Parish Center, Greenleaf site.
New Prayer Shawls will be blessed at the 4:00pm Mass in Askeaton on Dec. 15th. Prayer
Shawls will also be available at the other two Churches that weekend for anyone to take
home for themselves or to give to a loved one.
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Inclement Weather Policy
Occasionally, winter weather slows us down, even in the Church. If the weather appears too hazardous and you wonder if Mass will go on as scheduled, please follow
these guidelines:
DAILY MASS (and Monday Communion Service) - If the Wrightstown School District cancels school because of winter weather, Mass will be cancelled for that day
and the Mass intention for that day will be reassigned.
WEEKEND MASS - In the event driving conditions are deemed unsafe for travel, check your email, text
messages, the Parish Website or Facebook page to see if any or all Weekend Masses are cancelled. Again,
all Mass Intentions will be reassigned.

Church Projects
New Garage in Wrightstown
The new garage at our Wrightstown campus is nearly
completed!
Special thanks goes out to all of our wonderful volunteers who have been helping with this project!

School Has New Fence Installed

A new fence was installed near the playground for
our school students.
Volunteers again saved us a great deal of money by
removing the old fence!
Thank you!

Bulbs Updated to LED
Special thanks goes out to volunteers and a generous donation. With their help, we were able to change all of our bulbs
to LED lights at our Askeaton campus.
This change offers a dramatic change in the lighting and will
also save the parish a good deal of money in energy savings.
Thank You!
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School News
This year we have implemented a new reading program called Superkids! The students are enjoying learning about the characters who grow with them. Superkids is a
reading and Language program that puts brain research into practice for young readers. The program has an early childhood component designed to give children the
foundation in early literacy skills they need to be successful when they begin formal
reading instruction. Another wonderful component of the program is a Catholic
Connection. Each unit has a Lasting Lesson that reflects the Catholic values we instill every day.
We are looking forward to our Christmas program and hope you can join us on Wednesday, December
19th at 1:30 and/or 6:00 p.m.
This month we highlight two teachers who have been at St. Clare School for a few years.
Merry Christmas,
Mrs. Lisa Gruber
Principal—St. Clare Catholic School

Mrs. Ellen Diny
I am the art teacher for grades 4K through 8th at St. Clare School. This is my fourth
year of teaching, all of which have been at St. Clare School. My goal as an art teacher is
to bring excitement, enjoyment and fun to the students through a variety of art projects and mediums. I also would like to cultivate a talent or interest in art they may
not know they possess.
Since I was very young I have always had a passion for art and teaching at St. Clare
gives me the chance to share my knowledge with others from the God who gifted it to
me. I feel very blessed to be working with such great students, parents and staff who feel Catholic education
is so important for our youth. I have had 12 years of Catholic education and earned a Bachelor Of Fine
Arts degree From Cardinal Stritch University, Milwaukee, WI. I am proud to say my second daughter
Madeline attends CSU, so the tradition continues in my own family.
My husband Roger and I have been married for 28 years and our four children have attended and graduated Catholic school. Currently our youngest, Joseph is in 9th grade at Notre Dame Academy and our other
children Hailey and Sam attend college as well. We are a busy family and love spending time together but
when I do get some down time I like to read, draw, watch movies, go for walks, sing in the choir and go
shopping for new art ideas.

Join us for our School Christmas Program!
Performances on December 19th at 1:30 & 6pm
at the Wrightstown campus.
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Mrs. Danielle Schuster
My name is Danielle Schuster, and I teach 4th and 5th grade. This is my sixth year at St.
Clare and my seventh year teaching at a Catholic school. Prior to my full time teaching
jobs, I was a long-term sub at two Catholic schools in Green Bay.
I graduated from Concordia University in 2011 with a degree in Elementary Education
and a minor in Spanish. I have always wanted to be a teacher because I love being around
children. Children see the bright-side of most things, and always keep an open mind.
They are a constant reminder to me that staying positive can make life easier! I love that I
have been able to teach in Catholic schools. Being able to share my faith, and to openly talk about it with the
students has always been a highlight. I love that at St. Clare I am able to integrate faith into all the subject
areas that I teach. I was so happy with the education I received at my Catholic grade school in Green Bay, I
knew this is where I needed to be. I love teaching at St. Clare because the families and the students make me
want to come to work everyday. The community feeling of the school is something you can feel throughout
the building at all times.
My husband, Bucky, and I have two sons, Landon and Braxton. We also have a chocolate lab named Tanner.
In my free time, I enjoy spending time with my family and friends. In the summer we love to be outdoors and
go camping.

Discipleship Formation News
Special thanks to all of
our volunteers! High
school students, parents
and catechists donated
their time to bring
Christmas cheer to fellow parishioners.

New Twist on an Old Tradition!
The Christmas Cookie (with a twist) Project enlisted help from the high school classes and some
dedicated catechists and parents to assemble treat
bags which then were delivered to Seniors (80+
yrs) of our parish, as well as those from our parish
recently bereaved.
Donations from parishioners and several volunteer drivers helped to deliver bags of treats to
150+ households! Thanks to all who were involved with bringing Christmas cheer to others!

Over 150 bags of treats
were packaged up to be
delivered to our seniors
(80+) and our recently
bereaved.

Anne organizes all of the treat
bags to go out for delivery!

Our 8th and some 7th graders lead closing prayer at our
Discipleship Formation session on Nov. 7
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Baptism Preparation and Celebration
Our families are growing and our parish has always been blessed with many baptisms.
Over the last several years, we have averaged over 35 a year. First time moms and dads
are required to have an educational session before the baptism of their new little one.
Deacon Ken has been doing these individually each time and we are extremely grateful for his dedication to this
ministry. We are planning as of 2019 to consolidate these into group sessions once a quarter, at the Greenleaf
office site. We also will plan on having baptisms on a certain weekend every month. Partly this is an effort to be
good stewards of our resources. But, more importantly, this will give more visibility and importance to this part
of our life together.
Of course, such a ministry must be flexible, also, and so we will still be able to do individual
education sessions and baptisms, at most any time, when the need arises.
Here are some of the details:
1. The first quarterly Baptism Preparation session will be on Thursday evening, January 10, at 7 pm at the
office in Greenleaf. It will last approximately 90 minutes. This is primarily for those who have not yet
attended such a session. Parents who have attended a session in the past are certainly invited, if you
would like a refresher! The more we have at any session, the better the discussion can be and the
experiences of previous attendees can be extremely helpful.
2. At least one parent is required to attend, if neither has been to a Baptism Preparation session in the
past, before the baptism is scheduled. It’s best for both parents to be there, however.
3. The fee to defray costs will remain $10 per child being baptized, and can be paid at the session.
4. The Baptism Celebration weekend will be the 2nd full weekend of each month.
5. Baptisms are best during a Mass, so the entire congregation can participate, because the newly baptized
are joining the full community. During Lent, however, we only baptize after Mass.
6. Because of time constraints, we try to avoid baptisms during Mass on Saturday, but we can
accommodate up three baptisms at any Sunday Mass.
7. If there are several families or any that prefer to have the baptism after Mass we would preferentially
also do those, as a group celebration, on the 2nd weekend of each month.
8. To sign up for the Preparation sessions, or to schedule a baptism, please call Maxine at the office. You
can also talk to any of the deacons, and we can take down the information.
9. For any questions or comments as we try this out, please feel free to contact Deacon Mike Madden.
Such a structured approach to the celebration of one of our most basic Sacraments should help us celebrate the
grace of God in an even more appropriate and profound way. We pray the God continues to shower his graces,
and his babies (!), upon our community!
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