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A Message From Fr. Brian
Dear St. Clare Parishioners,
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As I’m sure you know, life
can be a little busy: bills,
kids, weather, taking care
of the pets, cars and
trucks, house repairs,
shoveling, and on and
on. Well, it’s not that
different in the life of a
parish. The life of faith
takes a lot of time and
energy, too! Going to
Mass, praying on our own
time, figuring out how to
deal charitably with neighbors.
Of course, for the past few
years it’s taken a lot of
time and energy to work
through the question:
What kind of parish is
St. Clare going to be now
and into the future? Well,
some of those questions
have lingered too long and
they need to be resolved.
And so, this year
(hopefully, this Spring!)
some of those big questions will be answered.
In consultation with the

Parish Pastoral Council,
we’re looking at doing
some parish planning—
both long- and shortterm. We’re looking at
adding several new committees to help meet the
spiritual and pastoral
needs of the parish
community. We’re also
looking to make
“stewardship” a primary
focus of our parish life.
A steward is someone
who is entrusted with
something to take care
of. For example, parents
are stewards of their
children; children are
entrusted to them by
God. And I am a steward
of St. Clare Parish; the
parish is entrusted to me
by God through the decision of our bishop. Think
of all the things we are
given in life: family,
friends, our own gifts and
abilities, the earth and its
abundance, faith, hope,
plants and crops, buildings, homes, the woods

and oceans, traditions
and beliefs, and so
on. Even God himself is a
gift we are entrusted
with; we’re stewards of
the grace of God! How
fantastic is that!
As we move as part of
Christ’s immense flock of
believers, pray that God
will increase that spirit of
stewardship within
us. And stewardship
begins with recognizing
what we have, and being
thankful for it. And so,
pray that God increases
our spirit of gratitude as
well. 2017 looks to be a
year of movement for
St. Clare; may we move
with Christ and the faith,
hope, and charity which
comes from him!
Blessings and Peace,
Fr. Brian Wideman
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2017: A Year for Resolution

A New Year — A
Fresh Start!

Parish Planning slated
for January, February
and March

For several years,
St. Clare Parish has considered what to do with
its church buildings and
campuses.
Considerations include:
 Building one new
campus
 Consolidating to an
existing campus
 Leaving things as
they are

Some feel a new building
is the optimal solution,
some feel that we need
to use our current buildings, and some are inbetween.
As 2017 gets underway,
it’s important that we
reach a firm resolution
and begin to take action
on how to move forward. The health and
vitality of our parish
depends on it.
The Pastoral Council and
Fr. Brian will begin some
in-depth parish planning
in January, February and
maybe March.

We will be:
 Revisiting ideas for
our church buildings
and campuses
 Considering and reconsidering parishioner input
 Presenting financially
and pastorally viable
options
 Come to a resolution
 Put a timeline in
place our resolution
to be acted upon

The parish will be kept informed of the progress of all parish planning. If you should
have any questions or comments, please contact Fr. Brian. You can reach him at
pastor@stclareagw.org or by phoning 920-864-2550.

Fr. Brian’s
Homilies Online
Did You Know?
You can read Fr. Brian’s weekend and
weekday homilies on two social
media sites:
1) Go to our Parish Website:
www.stclareagw.org, look for
Fr. Brian’s picture and click ‘ONLINE’.
2) Friend Fr. Brian on Facebook.
T h e B r i d g e N e w s l e tt e r

Listening
Sessions
On February 18th & 19th, Fr. Brian
will be offering his ear at
listening sessions, to be held
after Mass at each of our church
locations. More information to
come, but plan on staying a little
after Mass that weekend! In addition, coffee, donuts, fruit and other
finger food will be available.
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St Clare School News
Spelling Bee Sends Student to Regionals
Congratulations to all of our participants for doing such a wonderful
job in the St. Clare Spelling Bee! Special recognition goes out to
JaymeAnn for coming in first place! She will be moving on to the
Brown/Kewaunee Regional Spelling Bee in February.
Students participated in the St. Clare
Spelling Bee!

St Clare Competes in Math Bowl at Xavier High School
On Thursday, January 12, 2017, St. Clare participated in
Xavier High School’s Annual Math Bowl. Schools all over the
Diocese of Green Bay attended. Points were tabulated and
prizes were awarded to the top scoring individuals and
teams. Leah N. took 4th place for the 8th grade math division individual test. Congratulations Leah!

St. Clare students at the Xavier High School Annual Math
Bowl!

VEX Robotics Team Places in Competition
Over 90 teams attended the VEX Robotics Competition at Fox Valley Lutheran on Saturday, January 21. The students design, build, program and operate the robots to perform different maneuvers. Our own St. Clare Catholic
School’s VEX Team was there competing for a place in Wisconsin’s State VEX
Tournament coming up in February. Congratulations to the St. Clare VEX
Team for taking 5th place out of the 19 teams competing in their division!
Students design & build robots to
compete in VEX

Have You Ever Asked Yourself… “How Can I Help the School?”
Each month we will feature different needs for the school. This
month they are asking all those
who are able to please donate:






Boxes of Tissues
Mr. Clean Magic Erasers
Dry Erase Markers
Card Stock: Green, Yellow, White, Red

Donations may be dropped off at either the School or Parish Office. Thank you in advance for your help—It is
greatly appreciated!
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Bridging the Gap Interview
By Kay Arndt, Business Manager
Have you ever witnessed a
miracle? If you speak with
Leroy and Diane Rukamp,
you will have a new set of
eyes to see miracles all
around you!

Diane & Leroy Rukamp

‘Diane said
that she used to
sit on the outskirts
and not get
involved. Once she
did however, she
said she was so
amazed at how
everything was
Completely
different. She
felt a true sense
of church family.
“The more
involved you
get, the more
involved you got”,
she stated.’

I had the honor of interviewing Diane and Leroy
Rukamp. They have such a
unique way of seeing the
Holy Spirit’s work all
around us. This is in part
due to their involvement in
Koinonia. Diane has a perfect little way to explain
how to pronounce
this. “Just think of a coin
on your knee,” she
says. (Koy-na-neé-ah).
Read on to learn more of
this program.
Where did you grow up
and go to school?
Leroy and Diane both grew
up in this area and both
attended one-room school
houses. Leroy went to Elm
View and Diane went to
Ledgeville School. Diane
laughed and said, “You
know how we always tell
our kids we had to walk to
school in the snow, well
that was actually true for
us!” Diane remembered
how they were required to
wear dresses to school and
how they would all be so
cold when they got there
(even with pants underneath for the walk). Their
teacher would let them
stand on the one big
heating grate in the middle
of the classroom to warm
up until they heard Ms.
Pagel say, “I smell shoes
burning!”

T h e B r i d g e N e w s l e tt e r

How did you meet?
When asked how they met,
they both giggled a
little. There are a couple of
different stories! Diane’s
very first memory of Leroy
is that he used to wear a
goofy looking fishing
hat! You see, Leroy had to
drop off some time sheets
at Diane’s sister's house
when he was working for
her brother-in-law at his
construction company. It
wasn’t until a couple years
later that they were actually introduced. Their friends
had a little hand in that!
Their first date was at the
band concert in Way-Mor
Park over on Hwy Z. The
rest, as they say, is
history!
Leroy and Diane were
married at the Wrightstown
campus in 1973. They have
four children; Brian, David,
Chris and Stephanie. They
are blessed with ten grandchildren ranging in age
from two to twenty-two!
All of their children were
baptized in Greenleaf and
attended Catholic School.
They both agreed this was a
big reason why they became so involved with the
church. It was here that
they both became very
involved in many different
fundraisers. Their goal was
to build a playground for
the children. What a playground that was! It included a huge gym set with a
goat walk, fireman’s pole to
slide down, a tire maze and
hand-over-hand bars.
Diane and Leroy were both

very active in promoting
and helping the different
fundraisers that included
bake sales, card parties and
picnics. Leroy said, “You
really got to know a lot of
people this way.” Diane
added, “You had a great
feeling of being a church
family and community!”
What are some of your
first memories of St. Clare
Parish?
Their first memories come
from the Greenleaf site.
The first memory that
struck Diane was the
friendliness of the people
and how they were all so
willing to work together.
Diane said, “The people all
rallied together to raise
money for the church and
school; and we all had a lot
of fun doing it!” She added
that the people really got
to know their fellow parishioners and what was going
on with them. Diane remembers everyone continually praying for each
other. The other memory
that sticks out to Diane was
how they felt so accepted.
“People truly cared about
each other and we were a
true church family,” Diane
remembered.
Leroy gave a great example
of this. He said, “I was concerned about attending a
wedding we were invited
to, I didn’t really know that
many people at the time.
At the wedding, Jerry
Kabat’s folks approached
me and they were so
friendly and so welcoming
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that we ended up talking
for about two hours!” This
prompted another memory
for Diane. She explained
that her mom had passed
away during a terrible snow
storm. It was so bad that
they had to wait for plows
before the ambulance and
coroner could get to them.
At the time, she did not
know Ruth Kabat that well,
but the very next day, Ruth
was at her door with a hot
dish to help the family.
Diane stressed that it’s very
important that you put
forth the effort to be a part
of the church community.
If you just sit back and do
nothing, you will never
realize that feeling.” Diane
said that she used to sit on
the outskirts and not get
involved. Once she did
however, she said she
was so amazed at how
everything was completely
different. She felt a true
sense of church family.
“The more involved you
get, the more involved you
got,” she stated.
Leroy added that you really
need to take the time to be
a part of things. “Don’t
ever feel like you don’t
know enough, just try it!
You will be surprised and
you might just find out that
when you try different
things, you might find out
that you get way more out
of it than what you put into
it.” Just ask them about St.
Vincent Society!
What committees or programs have you been involved with?
Diane was on the School
Committee and was also
the secretary of the Parish
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Council for a short term.
Leroy is currently on the
Parish Council starting with
the 2016/17 fiscal year.
He also participated in the
Facility Assessment Committee in 2012. Both
would highly recommend
getting involved in committees, especially Parish
Council. They stressed that
it’s good for people to gain
a better understanding of
what’s going on with their
church. Diane pointed out
that when you’re on a committee, you feel like you
have a hand in shaping
what’s going on with your
parish and that brings you
closer to the church. Leroy
and Diane are both involved with the Care Ministry program, St. Vincent de
Paul Society, they sing in
the choir, have participated
in bible studies, and they
were both involved with
the RCIA program.
The Koinonia Program is
extremely important to
Leroy and Diane. Their
faces light up when you talk
about this! They both said
they could talk about
Koinonia for hours. Why
are they so passionate?
Diane stated, “The Holy
Spirit is truly present during
these meetings. The whole
weekend is filled with small
miracles. If you open your
eyes to what is happening
all around you, you will be
amazed at what you see.”
They both said that they
leave this weekend program on a type of spiritual
high.
Leroy stated, “I truly feel
that this is one of the best
things that I’ve ever done in

my life! If you are ever feeling spiritually empty, this
program will fill you up!”
Diane wanted to stress,
“It’s important that you go
into this program like a
child. Keep your mind open
and experience it with the
wonderment at what’s going on around you.”
They would highly recommend the Koinonia Program to everyone. If you
would like more information on attending one,
they would be very happy
to talk with you about how
to make this happen!
Do you have a favorite
saint?
Diane said that she likes to
pray to St. Clare every day
since she has become our
patron saint. They both
also like to pray to St. Jude
for lost items and are certain that he has performed
at least two miracles in
their lives in helping them
find items that should have
been long gone. Imagine
losing a brown wallet in a
60 acre field of brown mud.
Do you think you would
ever see your wallet again?
Well, after Leroy, Diane and
a neighbor prayed to
St. Jude, Leroy was able to
walk right up to the wallet!
And how about losing a
lens from your glasses in a
large snow bank? Or a
contact lens underneath a
cow in a pile of straw? Ask
Diane how she witnessed a
miracle with this! Leroy
adds, “You really need to
be open to know that the
Holy Spirit is working
through you at times like
this. You have to realize
that it was with His help
that we were able to find

these items.”
Do you have a personal
philosophy?
Leroy said his personal
philosophy was, “Keep
Sunday as God’s day.
Spend time with your
family, not working.” He
shared his favorite catchphrase with us, “Everything
is ready to go on Sunday,
but God will hold it over to
Monday. If he doesn’t,
there’s a reason for it.”
Diane said her main philosophy had to do with church
dues. When younger, they
would always give God
what was left over at the
end of the month, but most
of the time there wasn’t
much left and she always
felt like God was getting
short-changed. Someone
told this young family to
start putting God first and
they would never run out.
Diane admitted that it was
very difficult at first, but
they took a huge leap of
faith and started to put
God first. She said it truly
worked, God always came
through for them! Diane
said, “you should never try
to outdo God!” Leroy said
to remember… “God meets
you where you are, wherever you are!”
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Quarterly Financial Report
Diocese of Green Bay

Saint Clare Parish Corporation
Quarterly Financial Report
Covering 7/1/2016 through 12/31/2016
(Budget)

Parish Net Revenues

Actual
$331,555

Projected Needs
$403,113

Variance
(-$71,557)

Parish Total Expenses

$226,210

$213,216

(-$12,993)

NET

$105,345

$189,897

(-$84,550)

School Net Revenues

$173,675

$175,959

(-$2,283)

School Total Expenses

$268,283

$267,042

(-$1,239)

NET

(-$94,608)*

(-$91,083)*

(-$1,044)

Rel Ed Net Revenues

$19,858

$17,536

$2,322

Rel Ed Total Expenses

$65,397

$69,261

$3,862

NET

(-$45,539)*

(-$51,725)*

TOTALS Parish Wide

(-$34,802)

$47,089

Line Of Credit Balance

$53,500

(-$1,540)
(-$61,148)

*St. Clare Parish Corp. subsidizes both St. Clare School (about 35% of the school’s operating expenses, which is the norm for
parishes with a parochial school ) and the St. Clare Religious Education program. These negative figures indicate the amount
St. Clare Parish Corp. subsidizes each.
St. Clare Parish Corp. has several investment accounts, the funds of which are generally not available to cover everyday operating expenses. They are restricted to expenses such as: perpetual care of cemeteries, tuition assistance, educational improvements, and so on.
St. Clare Parish Finance Council
Fr. Brian Wideman, Council President
Carolyn Green, Treasurer Trustee
Rick Roundy, Council Chair
Tom Gerrits, Council Vice-Chair
Karmen Lemke, Council Secretary
Bob Brick, Council Member
George Buttke, Council Member
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8:45a-Bible Study, WR 4:00p — Wrightstown
6:30p-Bible Study, WR 4:30p - Confessions, WR

7a—Confessions, GR
8:00a — Greenleaf

21

27

28

7a—Confessions, GR
8:45a-Bible Study, WR 4:00p — Wrightstown
8:00a — Greenleaf
6:30p-Bible Study, WR 4:30p - Confessions, WR
10:00a — Wrightstown
Homeless Shelter
Meal, GR

26

8:45a -Bible Study, WR 4:00p — Wrightstown
6:30p-Bible Study, WR 4:30p - Confessions, WR
6:30p-Bible Study, GR 6:30p —Holy Hour, WR
10:00a — Wrightstown

20

19

7a—Confessions, GR
8:00a — Greenleaf

6:30p— Worship Com,
GR

10:00a — Wrightstown

8:00a — Askeaton
RE Classes:
3:25p — Wrightstown
6:30p — Greenleaf

6:30p — Adult Faith
Formation

22 7a-Confessions, AS 23

8:00a — Askeaton
RE Classes:
3:25p — Wrightstown
6:30p — Greenleaf

15 7a-Confessions, AS 16

14

6:30p — Parish Council,
GR

3

Fri

10

8:00a — Greenleaf

24

8:00a — Greenleaf

17

9:00a — Gospel of
8:00a — Greenleaf
Matthew Bible Study

8 7a-Confessions, AS 9

13

11:30a — Spanish
Mass, Wrightstown

8:00a — Greenleaf

Thu

7a-Confessions, AS
8:00a — Askeaton
9:00a — Gospel of
8:00a — Greenleaf
RE Classes:
Matthew Bible Study
3:25p — Wrightstown 3:00p — Finance
6:30p — Greenleaf
Council

1

Wed

12

7

Tue

8:00a — Askeaton
1:00p — Prayer Shawl
RE Classes:
3:25p — Wrightstown
6:30p — Greenleaf

Mon

8:45a -Bible Study, WR 4:00p — Wrightstown
4:30p - Confessions, WR
10:00a — Wrightstown 6:30p-Bible Study, WR

5 7a-Confessions, GR 6

Sun

February 2017

4:00p — Askeaton

25

4:00p — Askeaton

18

9:00a — 1st Recon
ciliation Retreat, GR
4:00p — Askeaton

11

2:00p — Souper Bowl
of Booyah Sale, AS
4:00p — Askeaton

Kick-Off Weekend

4 Bishop’s Appeal

Sat
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Why is it Called Ordinary Time? The Nardi Family
Christmas Time and Easter Time
highlight the central mysteries of the
Paschal Mystery, which is: the Incarnation (at Christmas), death on the
Cross (Good Friday), Resurrection
(Easter), and Ascension of Jesus
Christ, as well as the coming of the
Holy Spirit (Pentecost).
However, the Sundays and weeks of
Ordinary Time take us through the
everyday life of Christ. Ordinary
Time is a time for us to focus on how
Christ lived his life, and how we can
imitate him better.
And so, Ordinary Time is a time for
growth and development as a

Catholic Christian. It’s a time
when we consciously try to let the
mystery of Christ’s life penetrate
the way we live our lives. This is
called “conversion.” And conversion is both joyful and difficult. But that’s the challenge of
Ordinary Time (both in Winter
and in Summer): to live our lives,
but to do it with the heart and
mind of Christ our Savior.

This month’s The Bridge
Newsletter is in honor of the
members of the Nardi
Family. It has been sponsored by Dr. Stephanie Nardi.
Please keep this family in
your thoughts and prayers.

